
Put safety first.
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Pay attention to how 
it looks, feels, sounds 
and smells — is 
anything odd?
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If the test drive goes well, 
get a professional pre-
purchase inspection to ID 
any hidden problems.

Use this checklist for tips on what to do 
and look for when you test drive a car. 

Remember, the surest way to pinpoint any 
mechanical issues is to get a professional 
pre-purchase vehicle inspection after you 
have taken it for a spin.

Ask the seller not to turn 
on or run the car at least 
a few hours beforehand.

Plan your test 
drive route.

Bring a friend if 
you don’t know 
much about cars.

Test driving tips

Go during the day in fair 
weather.

Do basic checks 
before you drive it.

Make sure the car 
is legally allowed 
on the road. Ask if 
it’s insured.

Pay attention to how 
a car looks, feels, 

sounds and smells - 
it’s important!

Test on 
roads you 
will drive on 
most often.


